Belonging

What you need:
· Sets of individual cards showing artefacts and activities relevant to the main different religions. 

· Feely bag

· Set of A4 cards showing artefacts and activities from different religious families.

Preparation:
· Sets of cards made by laminating the different Religion Cards. See the World Religions 1 and World Religions 2 documents on this website. The content of these cards can be changed to suit, by deleting the pictures and replacing them with different clipart pictures from http://cgl.microsoft.com/clipgallerylive, pictures from magazines, brochures or photographs. For younger children the cards can be enlarged on the photocopier. Depending on the age of the children and their background you may wish to limit the number of religious family cards that are used e.g. 2-3 religious families or 3-4 from each family 

· Place sticky backed Velcro onto the cards to enable the individual cards to “stick” to the A4 cards.

Activity:
· Remind the children that we all belong to a family or group e.g. school, class, club or friendship group. 

· Explain that some people may belong to a religious group or family as well and do or wear things to show that they belong in that group.

· Introduce the A4 cards showing the religious family pictures. Attach these to a suitable surface where the children can see them.

· Tell the children that they are each to get a card from the feely bag and that the card will show an artefact, symbol or activity that is important to different religious families.

· Let the children get a card and encourage them to discuss with a partner what they see. Do they know what the picture shows? Do they know the name of the religious family that the picture belongs to? Be aware that some children will recognise the pictures especially if they are part of a religious group while others will not. 

· Ask the children to match the individual pictures to the religious family cards.

· As they are doing this, encourage discussion about the pictures. Is it something to be worn? Is it something to be used? What can it be used for? Does it show a person doing something? Try to elicit from the children the idea that religions have places of worship, leaders, symbols, clothing and rituals including festivals and celebrations. 

· These ideas can be written on a white board or large piece of paper e.g. special people, special places/buildings, special clothes, special items, special events or rituals

· Once all the cards are placed onto the religious family cards remind the children of the different categories of uses of the articles or scenes depicted in the pictures.

· Ask the children to resort the cards under the headings written on the whiteboard or paper.

· Put the cards on display for the children to explore and match the pictures along with any relevant non-fiction books.

Further Activities for Children:
· Make a block graph or pictogram to show the religious families that the children belong to. This information could be used to decide which religions could be studied further.

· Encourage the children to write any questions they may have and place them on the display. Relevant non-fiction books can be displayed for the children to try and find the answers.

· The children can be directed to information on the internet e.g. www.mustardseed.net a virtual tour of the Holy Land, you may need to download a plug in but it only takes a few minutes. There are also pictures that can be printed or saved to disc or computer files.

· Look in a Museum or Gallery to find evidence of different peoples faith. What symbols or artefacts can you recognise?

Own Notes:
Glossary of Terms

Buddhism

Bhikshu -
A Buddhist monk who is ordained.

Bodhi Tree -
The Tree of Wisdom where Buddha realised Enlightenment.

Buddha -
Founder of Buddhism.

Dharma -
The symbol representing the teaching of Buddha – ultimate truth.

Incense -
Often used during meditation.

Stupa -
Reliquary, contains Holy relics.

Christianity
Bible - 
Holy Book of the Christian faith.

Bread and Wine - 
Used during Eucharist service to remember Jesus.

Church - 
A building where Christians meet and worship.

Ichthus - 
Early Christian symbol. 

Jesus -
Central figure, Messiah – the anointed one.

Priest - 
Religious leader, ordained to serve God’s People.

Hinduism

Aum - 
Most sacred Symbol and Word, represents the ultimate.

Deepawali - 
Festival of light.

Ganesha - 
Hindu deity or god.

Ganga - 
Sacred river, also known as the Ganges.

Madir - 
Temple, place of worship.

Shiva
Divine Incarnation, a god in human form.

Islam

Mihrab - 
Alcove in the Mosque wall showing the direction of Makkah.

Muezzin - 
The person who makes the call to prayer.

Mosque – 
Place of worship and teaching.

Qur’an - 
Divine Book as told to the Prophet Mohammed “Salla-llahu alaihi wa sallam”.

Salah - 
Prayers, said five times a day.

Subhah - 
Beads used in worship.

Judaism

Kippah - 
Head covering, worn for prayers and study.

Magen David - 
Symbol, the Star of David, also known as Shield of David.

Menorah - 
Candelabrum with seven branches, lit in the Temple.

Rabbi - 
Religious Leader.

Synagogue - 
Place of public prayer, study and assembly.

Torah - 
The five books of Moses.

Sikhism

Chauri - 
Fan waved over the scriptures.

Guru Granth Sahib -
Collection of Sikh scriptures.

Guru Nanak -
Founder of the Sikh faith and first Guru.

Kangha - 
One of the Five K’s – comb worn in the hair.

Kirpin - 
One of the Five K’s – sword.

Nishan Sahib - 
Sikh Flag flown at Sikh places of worship.
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