Building Links

Many Museums and Galleries welcome the prospect to build links with local schools and families. The relationships that develop are valued with opportunities for this partnership to ensure positive, stimulating and rewarding learning experiences within Museums and Galleries which empower people to learn from objects, inspiring curiosity, imagination and creative thinking. 

For Museums and Galleries the input from teachers, parents and children, in researching the needs of their visitors, is imperative. This in turn informs the continual process of development and augmentation of exhibits, galleries and workshops to meet those needs. Working in partnership to regularly monitor, evaluate and review provision ensures a consistent high quality experience for visitors with an appropriate content and educational approach. 

Which Museum or Gallery?:

· Decide how far you are prepared to travel.
· Find out about the different types of Museums or Galleries in your chosen area:
· Look in the telephone directory.
· Scan local papers for Museum and Gallery news, special events or adverts.
· Look on the Internet. Check out the Museums or Galleries own website which, as well as giving out general information, often gives details of future developments and events along with contact information. 
· Visit the Tourist Information Centre.
· Do find out about the style of exhibits or workshops that are provided. Generally the ‘hands on’ or interactive exhibits are suited to younger children.

· After looking at all the available information decide which Museums or Galleries you wish to approach. Your choice will depend on personal or specific curriculum interests of yourself or your children. 
· Decide how much you wish to be involved, with both time and energy commitments.
Making contact:

· When making initial contact with your chosen Museum or Gallery ask about Membership, Associate, Partnership or “Friends of” schemes. Find out their role in development of the Museum or Gallery and what your role would be as a member of that scheme. This can vary from filling out a simple questionnaire to taking a role as part of a development team and trialling workshops or materials. If necessary be prepared to “shop around” for the museum or gallery to suit your and your children’s needs.

· Do ask about the services and opportunities the Museum or Gallery may offer to schools or groups and families. This may include:

· Advice and Information to help plan topics or projects, including education packs or books.

· Workshops or specific taught sessions with resident or visiting experts. Do ask  ‘How much is the service a ready-made package?” “How much can I plan it with the museum?” and “How much do we co-teach?”

· Object handling sessions

· Previews of events or exhibitions, Training and INSET on a variety of curriculum areas and Museum and Gallery education. 

· Involvement in Pilot Projects, especially for workshops.

· Loan schemes where artefacts or collections can be borrowed for handling or study.

· Outreach work, which may include workshops or speakers in your own venue.

· Do keep in regular contact as Museums and Galleries regularly develop new initiatives.

What next?

That very much depends on what and how much you and your children are prepared to put into the partnership. Suffice to say that the more you are prepared to put in, the more you are likely to get out of the partnership.

In the experience of Bridget McKenzie, freelance gallery educator and consultant, “teachers who have played an active role in evaluating programmes report satisfaction and inspiration for themselves, and it can provide many new learning opportunities for their pupils”. Check out the Artworks, National Children’s Art Awards website, www.art-works.org.uk with particular reference to the ‘Gallery Partnership’ and ‘Group Projects’ sections in the Artworks Virtual Gallery, which gives examples of partnerships between teachers and Galleries.

Liz Smallman, the Education and Public Programmes Manager, from Eureka! comments “Teachers should play a fundamental role in the development and evaluation of museum programmes – where else can you find a group of people with such a wealth of experience and insight into young enquiring minds? It is a partnership which can inspire adults and children alike and offers new learning opportunities.”

So being proactive in your relationships with Museum and Galleries can bring enormous benefits to all concerned, especially for children. If your chosen Museum or Gallery doesn’t quite provide the type of partnership you are looking for then suggest they start with you. If that isn’t successful then you can always look elsewhere. But wherever you start be prepared to be entranced by the world of Museum and Gallery education and discover a whole new experience for yourself and your children.

