Exploring Instrument Sounds

What you need:
· A collection of instruments, pitched and unpitched, including percussion, whistles and other instruments that the children may be familiar with from home e.g. guitar, violin, recorder.  Your choice of instruments will depend upon the experience of the children.

· A screen 

· Blank Music Cards. See Blank Music Cards below.

Preparation:
· The children should have had experience of exploring different sound and how they were made e.g. Body sounds – clapping hands, clicking fingers, stamping feet, slapping thighs, rubbing hands. Mouth sounds – humming, whistling, blowing air in and out, mimicry e.g. animal or machine sounds. Environmental sounds – objects e.g. bottles, shells, stones or materials e.g. tissue paper, card, foil.  

· Enlarge the Blank Music cards for younger children.

Activity:
· Sit the children in a circle around the collection of instruments. Do they know the instrument names?

· Pass the instruments around the circle. 

· How many different sounds can the children make? The children can demonstrate these to each other. 

· Encourage the children to experiment and be inventive e.g. using different body parts to get different sounds from the same instrument. 

· Elicit from the children the different ways the sounds were made e.g. tap, shake, blow, scrape, and pluck. Make a list of words.

· Discuss with the children the different sounds they hear. Can they describe them or say a word that describes the type of sound they hear e.g. twang, whoosh, swish, crash, tinkle. Younger children may need support from an adult to do this. Make a list of words.

· Ask the children in groups of 2 or 3 to make up and agree different symbols/pictures to represent instruments and different symbols/pictures to represent the way they are played and to draw these on the Blank Music Cards. Younger children may prefer to draw pictures rather than symbols. These are then cut out to make two sets of cards.  

· The groups can then take it in turn to play the following games.

Game 1

· One child hides behind a screen with the instruments, the second child has the symbols to represent the instruments and the third child the symbols to represent how the instruments can be played. If only two children play the game then the second child will need to have both sets of cards. 

· When the child plays one instrument the others look through their sets of cards to select the card to show the instrument played and the way it is played.

· Encourage the children to discuss their answer. Where they right? What made their choice easy? What made it difficult? How can the person playing the instruments make it easier or more difficult for them to make a choice?

· The children can take it in turns to play the instruments and the different sets of cards.

Game 2

· The children take it in turns to take one card from each set and play the instrument according to the instructions given by the cards.

· Encourage the children to discuss the sound made. What word or words from the list made previously describes the sounds made?

Further Activities for Children:
· Make sounds to represent what they see in a picture. Pictures can be displayed alongside a selection of instruments. Many Museums and Galleries will have inexpensive copies of works of art to purchase or may have a loan service.

· Find different types of instruments used in the past or from other countries on a visit to a Museum or Gallery. Can they identify how they are played? Do they know the name of the instrument? What sort of sound did it make? Describe the qualities of the sound e.g. thin/rich, light/heavy, bright/dull, cold/warm.

Own Notes:
Blank Music Cards
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