Homes from the Past

What you need:
· One each of the New Home and Old Home worksheet below per child or pair of children.

· Clipboards

· Pencil

Preparation:
· Plan an outing into your local area. See the Planning Toolkit section of this website for information to support your planning. If possible plan your outing to an area where there is suitable housing close by each other.

· It is often possible to arrange, with known householders such as parents, to enter the grounds of suitable houses to study the features more closely. So don’t be afraid to ask.

· The worksheets can be altered to suit the age and ability of the children. An adult can draw attention to the key features of the home by adding text to the existing labels or remove the text boxes to enable children to label independently. The titles can also be changed to one agreed with the children. 

Activity:
· This activity can be done in two parts if time is short, but it is better to combine the two elements so the children can make direct comparisons. 

· Children can work in pairs and collaborate to produce one drawing each.

· Explain that you and the children are going to look at different homes in the local area and that the children will need to observe closely. 

· Take the children to look at the housing near by.

· Draw their attention to new homes less than 20 years old.

· Encourage them to talk about what they see. 

· Help them identify common features such as doors, windows and pipe work. 

· Now draw their attention to an old home, Victorian, Edwardian or older.

· Again encourage them to talk about what they see.

· Ask them to identify and describe the key features they recognise.

· Encourage them to identify any differences between the two homes.

· The group can be split into two in order study the houses more closely. Can they identify the materials the home is made from? How do the windows and doors open/close or lock? What pipes can be seen?

· Ask the children to draw each home paying particular attention to features that are different. 

· On returning back to base ask the children to make improvements to their drawings to ensure that all key features are included.  

Further Activities for Children:
· Compare what they have learnt about the features of buildings of today and with those of the past to the Museum or Gallery building.  Many Museums and Galleries are often housed in former private houses. Is it a new building or old? How can they tell? What can they tell you about the appearance of the building e.g. size, shape, brick patterns, type of windows, the materials used?

· Make 3D models, from materials such as boxes, cellophane, card etc, using their drawing as a guide. Using a photocopy of their drawing the children can identify and write on which materials they will use to make their model.
· Make a display of the building materials used in both modern and older houses. How does it differ? What makes one type of material more suitable for a particular purpose than another type of material?
Own Notes:
New Home

Draw a new home that you have seen. Label your picture. 

Can you improve your picture?

Old Home

Draw an old home that you have seen. Label your picture. 

How is it different to your picture of a new home?

Is it made from the same materials? Are the windows the same shape? How do the windows open and close? What else is different?
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