Involving Children
As with any activity involving young children, partnership in the learning experience between adults and children is essential and helps promote positive attitudes towards learning. Learning will be far more effective as a result of this interaction between people as well as interaction with exhibits or resources.

Well-planned learning will build on what your children know and their experience and will support and extend their knowledge, understanding, skills, concepts and confidence.

Please remember it is the process of learning that is important not just the end product.

Most visits to a Museum or Gallery will be planned for the beginning or the middle of any project, topic or scheme of work so that further work can be based on that experience. If a visit is planned for the end of a project, to be most effective, it should consolidate or encompass what has been learned. 

Children need to be clear as to why they are to visit a Museum or Gallery.

Children should know:

· Why they are visiting a particular Museum or Gallery and its relationship to what they are learning in a particular project.

· How they will prepare for the visit.

· What they will see on their visit.

· What the visit will be like.  

· What they will do on the visit.

· How they will follow up their visit.

· What to record and why.

The following documents are available with activity suggestions to support the above points:

What is a Museum or Gallery?

What will I see?

Where are we going?

What do I need to take?

What do I do?

Start your own collection or mini museum /gallery.

Keeping a record of the outing.
For further information and guidance please read:

· QCA Art Scheme of Work – Unit 9 Visiting a Museum, Gallery or Site. This is aimed at older children but has some useful suggestions that can be adapted. www.standards.dfee.gov.uk go to Schemes of Work and look at Primary Art & Design.

· www.art-works.org.uk go to Art Gallery then Ideas and then Successful Learning with Artworks.
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