Let’s Celebrate

What you need:
· Different coloured paint, plain paper and scissors

· Name labels or photographs of the children

· Months of the year labels. See Months of the Year labels below.

· Paper or card of different sizes, and a selection of pens and crayons.

· Greeting examples laminated to use as a model or on paper to stick in the card. See Greeting Labels below.

Preparation:
· Name labels or photographs of the children. These could be made by the children or by yourself using a digital camera and computer.
Activity:
This activity is improved when done as a series of smaller activities.

· Handprints

· Ask the children to make handprints choosing their favourite colour. Discuss with them their choice of colour and why. Introduce the idea that the children have chosen different colours for different reasons and that it makes the colour special to that individual child.

· When the handprints are dry help the children to cut them out or cut them out yourself and laminate them. It is possible to make multiple sets or pairs of handprints.

· What’s different or the same?

· Encourage the children to compare the handprints and talk about the differences in them apart from colour e.g. size, shape and pattern. Explain that this makes each handprint unique and shows that each child is unique and special.

· Mix a small number of hands up. Can the children match them to their hands or make pairs? 

· Can the children order them by size starting with the biggest or smallest? How many children have hands bigger or smaller than ……?

· Add the child’s name or photograph to the handprint to help identify it. 

· Birthdays

· Talk to the children about their birthdays, a unique and special day for each of them.
· Ask the children to tell you the different ways that special day can be celebrated e.g. cards, party, food, presents, decorations.

· Show the children different examples of commercial cards. Demonstrate how to make a simple folding card, which can then be decorated with pictures or patterns. 

· Let them make a card for someone’s birthday or other celebration day that is special, remind the children the card needs a message to say who it is to and who it is from. 

· Place the card making materials in a labelled box for the children to revisit throughout the year. Introduce and demonstrate to the children how to make cards with flaps or pop-up parts.

· Display

· Place the months of the year towards the edge of a display space with a title in the centre. The children can help place their handprint alongside the month of their birthday to make a Birthday display. 

· Can the children identify how many children have their birthday in the same month? How many birthdays in each term or season?

· A selection of cards both commercial and those made by the children can also be added.

Further Activities for Children:
· Take part in special events planned at local Museums and Galleries.

· Use Role-play to explore the different celebrations and festivals of the cultures and religions represented in the group. Introduce to the children different clothes and household items and objects that are used e.g. saris, prayer mats, books or magazines in different languages. 

· Read stories about different Celebrations and Festivals.

· Plan a day of celebration. Make and send out invitations, prepare food, decorate rooms, make cards and presents to give to others.

· Handiwork – Place the handprints alongside words or phrases that describe what the children can do best with their hands. e.g. clap in time to music, hold a paintbrush to paint a picture, catch a ball. 
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