Let’s play games.

What you need:
· Cards with keywords on them.

· Bean bags, small soft balls

· Small parachute with hand holds

Preparation:
· Print keywords on card, cut out and laminate.

Activity:
· These games are intended to be played at any time you have a few minutes, indoors or outside as long as there is sufficient space for the group.

· Fire – The children sit in a circle. Each child is told a key word e.g. bed, door, house, school, tree, or water. Reduce the number of key words so that there are at least 3-4 children with the same word. The leader says “Fire in the …” holding up one of the key words. The children who have that key word get up, run around the circle and back to their places. The last one to return is out. Variation – use key words such as in, by, next to, on, over or under. The leader says “Fire … the bed.”  Etc. 

· Parachute – Each child holds a corner of the parachute with it resting on the ground. Give each child a number to remember with at least two children having the same number. The numbers can vary depending on the age and ability of the children e.g. 1-10 or 10-20. The leader will call out an addition or subtraction fact e.g. 3+5, 7-2, 14+4, 18-2 as the parachute is lifted into the air. The children whose number corresponds with the required answer run underneath to exchange places.

· Who is it? – The children form a line behind the child who is “on”. That child counts to 10/20 slowly with their eyes closed whilst the other players change places. When ready the children ask “Who is it?” The child who is on then asks three questions e.g. Is it a boy or girl? Is s/he wearing green or red? Is s/he tall or short? Does s/he have brown or blue eyes? etc. The children behind can only give one word answers. The child who is on must then guess who it is. If they are right then they have another turn if not they must exchange places with the person they tried to identify. Variation – questions can be asked that only require Yes/No answers e.g. Is it a girl? Is it a boy? The child can ask more than three questions to an agreed number.

· Are you ready? - The children stand in a circle with one child in the middle with the ball/bean bag. As that child throws the ball/bean bag up in the air s/he calls out the name of another child. That child must catch the ball/bean bag whilst the first child takes their place in the circle. If the ball/bean bag is not caught then the child is out and the first child has another turn.

· Doors – The children stand in a circle with their feet apart touching those of the children either side. One child stands in the middle with the ball. The child tries to roll the ball through the legs of one of the children in the circle. That child has to try and stop the ball by moving their legs together. If the ball passes through their legs they are out.

Further Activities for Children:
· Make up their own versions of the games above or invent new games to play. They could use graphics and word-processing packages to draw layouts of their own games.

· Use of computer simulations or computer games can help children develop their understanding of games and their control of a keyboard and joystick.

· Find out what games were played in the past or in different countries. Visit a local Museum or Gallery to see if they have a collection of games or toys from past times or different places.

Own Notes:
www.letsdiscover.org.uk


