Living in the Past

What you need:
· A collection of household objects that the children would use at home from the kitchen, bathroom, living room or bedroom. Try to have at least one per room.

· Where possible a household object or picture from the past e.g. Victorian or Edwardian that serves the same or equivalent purpose e.g. lamp/candle and candle holder, electric iron/flat iron or bed warmer/hot water bottle. Some Museums and Galleries are prepared to lend out objects and artefacts, so do ask. Many have postcards or pictures of objects to buy as well.

Preparation:
· Gather your collection of household items or pictures. It is better to gather the older objects/pictures first and then find modern day equivalents rather than try to do it the other way round.

Activity:
· Give one of the household objects from today to a group of children.

· Let the children handle the objects for a few minutes; encourage discussion amongst themselves about the objects as they explore using their senses.
· Working with the children devise a set of questions that can be asked about the objects e.g. Is it heavy or light? Is it decorated? What is it made of? What is it? What is it used for? Where would it be used? 

· Record the questions and answers. Older children can do this on an individual basis or one can scribe for each small group. An adult can scribe for younger children on a large sheet of paper or white board for the whole group.

· Each small group can tell the others about their object including how it is used and by whom.  

· Show the children the objects used in the past.

· Using the previously devised questions encourage the children to find out and record the answers. How are the objects different? Could they answer every question? If not, why not? 

· Some children may recognise that these object are older and serve the same purpose as the previous ones looked at. If not explain that these objects are from a long time ago before they, their parents and, sometimes, their grandparents were born. Tell the children that these objects were also used in the home.

· Ask the children to match each object from the past to one from today. Can they explain their reasons for their choice? How are they different?

· Discuss how the older objects may have been used and by whom.

· Encourage the children to make inferences about life a long time ago.

· Display the objects under the title Old/New, Today/Past or one agreed with the children. 

Further Activities for Children:
· Use a prepared file on a binary tree database to identify one or more of the objects on display using questions based on the questions devised above. An adult will need to set the fields and input the data.

· Plan and create, with an adult, a role-play area with appropriate objects that will reflect home life in the past. 

· Talk to a person who remembers using some of the objects from the past. What more can they tell you about the objects? 

· Devise a table that will show household objects used today alongside the objects used in the past. Children could record objects used at home and see if they can find the equivalent from the past on a visit to a Museum or Gallery.  Can a match be found for all objects?

Own Notes:
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