Role-Play

What you need:
· Café: till, money, phone, writing resources, menus, order pads, tables, chairs, place settings, cutlery, crockery, cooking equipment, aprons or caps for the waiter/waitress, pretend food – this could be made by the children.
· Shop: till, money, phone, writing resources, blank labels, price tags, shopkeepers uniform, bags, items for sale e.g. pens, pencils, books, pictures, postcards
· Past Times: clothing, photographs from the period, household items e.g. kitchen utensils, cleaning equipment, books, toys. Some Museums and Galleries are prepared to lend out objects and artefacts, so do ask. Many have postcards or pictures of objects to buy as well.
Preparation:
· Visit to a Museum and Gallery, which includes a shop and café.

Activity:
· Explain to the children that the role-play area is going to be changed and tell them the theme.

· Ask for suggestions and encourage discussion of what to include in the area allowing the children to explore, express and communicate their ideas.  

· Involve the children in setting up a role-play area collecting resources and making props. 

· Act as a role model in the pretending process and encourage the children to take on varying roles e.g. customers, waitress, shopkeeper, mum, dad.

· Café 

· Have a take-away section where children can phone an order through and the owner has to write the order on a list. 
· Make your own menus, based on foods the children are familiar with or begin with the same sound as their names, showing the items and cost. See Menu worksheet below.
· Have tables for 2 or 4 customers with one waiter/waitress being responsible for that table e.g. seating customers, giving correct number of menus, laying the table, taking and preparing the order, making up the bill, taking the money.

· Shop

· Have a mail order service where children can phone an order through and the owner has to write the order on an order form to process. See Order Form worksheet below.
· Make price tags for items on display and Special Offer notices with price reductions e.g. 1p or 2p off. 

· Offer a parcel wrapping service with children selecting appropriate resources from different sizes of paper and lengths of ribbon to wrap different sized items.
· Past Times

· Ask a grandparent or even great grandparent to come and talk about family life when they were younger. Encourage the children to ask questions e.g. What was it like at school? What clothes did you wear? What did you play with? How did you travel? Encourage them to bring photographs or artefacts that they may have used to show the children and demonstrate how they used them.
· Cleaning activity – a suggestion from the Museum of Liverpool Life, Pier Head, Liverpool. 

· Resources – pinafore or white starched aprons, carpet beater, rag rug, toy vacuum cleaner, carbolic soap, metal bucket, flat iron, toy iron, dolly stick, bundle of washing, photos of maids cleaning.

· Q. – What do you do to keep the home clean? (vacuum, dust) 

· Show the children the resources and encourage them to explore and experiment with them.

· Match the objects great grandma used with those we use today. Wear aprons to keep clean while doing the housework. (carpet beating, ironing…)

· Talk to the children about the resources and how they were used. 

· Sing washing songs e.g. Sing the following rhyme to the tune of ‘Here we go round the mulberry bush’.

I went to visit some friends one-day,

They only live across the way,

They said they couldn’t come out to play,

Because it was their washing day.

This is the way they wash all day,

Wash all day, wash all day,

This is the way they wash all day,

Because it was their washing day.

Add some more verses, replacing the word washing with ironing, cleaning, cooking, shopping or any other job suggested by the children.
Further Activities for Children:
· Have a “Grand Opening” day. Send out invitations, make advertising posters, hold a short ceremony with a “celebrity” in attendance. Write a report about the event through shared composition with an adult.

· Make a collage of Museum and Gallery leaflets, publicity materials and posters to put on the walls. Include representations made by the children e.g. drawings, paintings, photographs.

Own Notes:
Menu 

Order Form

Customer name _______________

Date ordered ________________

Item
How many?
Cost

















Total cost




Order delivered ______________

Payment received with thanks ____
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