Start your own Collection, Mini Museum or Gallery.

What you need:
· An area set aside for your collection, museum or gallery

· Display boards and tables

· Display fabrics, paper and boxes, plus mirrors if appropriate

· Magnifying glasses, tape measures, rulers, weighing scales 

· Paper, card, pencils, pens for labels

· Non-fiction books relating to the collection

Preparation:
· Collect together suitable paper, card, pencils and pens in a container for making labels or price tags.

Activity:
· Tell the children that they are going to help set up a collection, museum or gallery.

· Agree a theme for the collection, this could be connected to your outing, but needs to be something that the children can contribute to.

· Discuss what you will need to set up your collection of objects or pictures. This should include what objects to collect, an area for your collection to be displayed, places to display items, ways of providing information e.g. labels and equipment to explore the collection further.

· With the children’s help set up the area for the collection, museum or gallery.

· Encourage the children to display the collection over a period of time. As the collection grows the display will need to change and decisions will need to be made on what will be displayed and how.

· Encourage the children to label the items on display and give information about the collection. The children could pose questions about the items for the “visitors” to encourage them to explore further.

· Encourage the children to explore and find out about the items in the collection. Items can be viewed and measured in a variety of ways to provide additional information, which can then be recorded. Specialist books and leaflets can also provide additional information.

· Set a task for this area each week or few days for the children to complete and display this in the area e.g. What is the best way to display…….? , Can you find out more information about ………? or Think of a question to ask about ….. 

· Role-play can be developed after your visit, especially for the younger children, with the children taking on the different roles observed e.g. visitor, reception staff, cashier, guide or curator. You will need to have extra resources for this such as cash till, phone, booking forms, information leaflets, tour guides, item to denote which role has been taken on e.g. badge, uniform or item of clothing.

· If you have built a good relationship with a local museum or gallery staff may be willing to visit your collection to advise, lend items or discuss their role at work.

See: www.24hourmuseum.org.uk look at Resources and then A Museum in the Classroom.

This gives lots of information on why, what and how people collect things and practical information on how to care for collections. It also gives teaching and development ideas.

You can download this pack as a PDF document for reference.

This activity can also be linked to the QCA History unit 1.

Own Notes:
www.letsdiscover.org.uk


