What do I do?

What you need:
· Display

· Collection of objects

· Equipment for recording information

Preparation:
· Make sure the equipment for recording information is in working order e.g. tape recorder, check the blank tapes and batteries as well. 

Activity:
· Remind the children of the proposed visit to a Museum or Gallery including the itinerary and structure of the visit. 

· Remind the children of the questions and things they wanted to find out in connection with the visit. 

· Discuss the tasks for the visit and who will carry them out. This will vary depending on the nature of the visit and the venue but could include finding information in response to a question or exploring an idea. This could be done as individuals or in small groups. The number of tasks and their nature will depend upon the age and ability of the children and the time allowed.

· Talk about how the children will record the information they find. Make it clear what the children will record and why. This can be done in a variety of ways and with a variety of tools e.g. activity sheets, photographic, video or digital cameras, tape recorders, pencils and paper. Tape recorders are an excellent way of recording comments made by young children about their thoughts, feelings and discussions as they look at and explore exhibits. Children and their Group Supervisors may need to practice using the cameras and tape recorders.

· Encourage the children to use their senses to gather information. Explain how they can “feel with their eyes” or “see with their mind”. This suggestion is taken from www.art-works.org.uk Artwork Virtual Gallery, Ideas and Tips for Teachers. Use the collection of objects to practice this. Let the children work in pairs or small groups to take it in turns to describe the object using a different sense each time. Do not encourage the children to taste the object but to describe what they think it would taste like. This could also be an opportunity for the children to practice asking some of the questions that have been identified and the different ways of recording the information they find out.

Don’t forget to:

· Tell the children who else will be going e.g. Group Supervisors and how they will help them. You should also explain what to do if the child gets separated from their group adult.

· Tell the children who they will meet on their visit e.g. Museum or Gallery staff, other groups and members of the public.

· Make clear what sort of behaviour is expected throughout the visit. But do not have unrealistic expectations, as most exhibits or workshops for young children are hands on and require a great deal of interaction with conversations and discussions also to be encouraged. The children should not feel constrained by these expectations, however consideration for other visitors is to be encouraged.

During the visit make sure the children have had the opportunity to explore, carried out the tasks given and gathered the information required. If not more direction may be needed.

Own Notes:
www.letsdiscover.org.uk


