Where does it come from?

What you need:
· Examples of produce or pictures from different countries, this could be food, household items, toys or artefacts labelled with the country of origin. Some Museums and Galleries are prepared to lend out objects and artefacts, so do ask.

· Large world map

· Blank labels

· Pencil or pen

· Coloured twine or string

· Non-fiction books relevant to the items.

Preparation:
· Place the map on the wall or free standing board where children can have access.

· Label the produce or pictures with the country of origin.

Activity:
· Encourage the children to handle the items looking very closely at them.

· Show the children the map and explain that all the items were made in different countries around the world.

· Ask them to find where the country of origin is written on the item.
· Help the children find the country of origin on the map.
· Discuss how far the items will have travelled to Britain. 
· Elicit from the children how the items may have been brought, who could have brought them and why.
· Encourage the children to think of questions about the items, depending on the type of product, and to write them out. How is the product used? What does the product taste like? What source materials is the product made from? How is the product made? An adult can act as a scribe for younger children.

· Make a display, with the children, of the items alongside the map with the twine joining each item to the country of origin. Ensure the questions are displayed as well.

· Encourage the children to try and find the answers to the questions posed from the books and other sources of information e.g. other people (parents, teachers and experts), CD-ROMs or Museums and Galleries.  

Further Activities for Children:
· Bring items of interest from home to find the country of origin on the map.

· Find out what the climate is like in the countries identified and place a weather symbol on the map. Does that have an impact on what is produced in that country?

· Look at exhibits at a Museum or Gallery to find out information about physical features, housing and other buildings, transport, money, clothing in different countries. Information gathered can be entered on a prepared database by an adult to demonstrate to the children how to access information.

· Complete the Discovery 2 document about Favourite Foods, which can be found on this website.

· Complete the Discovery 4 document about Treasure, which can be found on this website.

Own Notes:
www.letsdiscover.org.uk


